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Overview
CHAPTER 01



Description: Between 2010 and 2020, the compound annual growth rate of e-book revenue grew by just 13.3 percent in the United States. By contrast, the CAGR of e-book revenue in Germany climbed by 45.3 percent during the same time period. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2010 to 2020
Source(s): Simon-Kucher & Partners 
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Compound annual growth rate of e-book vs. print book revenue in selected 
countries worldwide between 2010 and 2020
CAGR of e-book and print book revenue worldwide 2010-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1265481/ebook-print-book-cagr-revenue-worldwide


Description: Book sales revenue in the United States in 2021 amounted to 9.5 billion U.S. dollars, of which 3.7 billion was derived from hardback books. Meanwhile, paperback and mass market books reached 3.34 billion U.S. dollars, in line with trends showing 
consistent growth in this segment since 2017. The source reported e-book revenue as 1.1 billion U.S. dollars in both 2020 and 2021, but noted that the figure in 2021 was 4.7 percent lower than in 2020. Meanwhile, audiobook revenue continued to [...] Read more
Note(s): 2017 to 2021; across approximately 1,360 publishers each year
Source(s): AAP 

Re
ve

nu
e 

in
 m

ill
io

n 
U

.S
. d

ol
la

rs

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

2,860.9
3,072.6 2,965.4

3,400

3,700

2,643.5 2,700.9 2,724.1 2,828.3

3,340.9

1,054.2 1,026.1 983.3
1,100 1,100

342.2
472.5 576.9 675.6 766.2

58.2 46.1 35.9 25.8 21.6
147.1 154.3 160.3 192.8 212.1

388.5 416.5 454.9 377.5 359.2

Hardback Mass market & paperback E-book Downloaded audio Physical audio Board books All other

4

Book sales revenue in the United States from 2017 to 2021, by format (in 
million U.S. dollars)
Trade book sales revenue in the U.S. 2017-2021, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/473144/half-year-book-sales-revenue-format-usa


Description: In June 2021, paperback books had a market share of 35.3 percent, whilst hardbacks accounted for 31.8 percent of total trade book sales. Audiobooks gained ground between June 2020 and June 2021, whereas the share of sales made up by e-books 
dropped by two percent in the same period. Print still accounts for the majority of trade sales. Figures included in the Excel download file reveal that for the first six months of each year running from 2011 to 2019, paperback and hardback books [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; June 2020 and June 2021; sales to bookstores, wholesalers, direct to consumer, online retailers, etc.
Source(s): AAP; Publishing Perspectives 
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Distribution of trade book sales in the United States in June 2020 and June 
2021, by format
U.S. book market - format market shares 2020-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/639075/book-format-market-share-usa


Description: Trade e-book revenue amounted to 1.1 billion U.S. dollars in 2021. The source noted that e-book sales revenue fell by 4.7 percent between 2020 and 2021, but reported the figure at 1.1 billion U.S. dollars for both years. E-book revenues were down 5.4 
percent for the month of December 2021 compared to December 2020. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2017 to 2021; across approximately 1,360 publishers each year
Source(s): AAP; Good E-Reader  
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Trade e-book sales revenue in the United States from 2017 to 2021 (in million 
U.S. dollars)
E-book sales revenue in the U.S. 2017-2021

http://www.statista.com/statistics/278235/e-book-sales-revenue-in-the-us


Description: Estimates show that 191 million e-books were sold in the United States in 2020, according to the most recently available data. Precise figures on e-book sales are difficult to gather due to smaller publishers and major retailers such as Amazon being 
missed from sales data, and other factors such as the varying methodologies sources use to track and measure the market. For example, whilst figures for 2016 and 2017 are lower than the immediately preceding years, it was noted that figures [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 2010 to 2020
Source(s): Nielsen; NPD Group (NPD Bookscan, NPD PubTrack Digital); Publishers Weekly 
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Estimated number of e-books sold in the United States from 2010 to 2020 (in 
million units)
E-book unit sales in the U.S. 2010-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/426799/e-book-unit-sales-usa


Description: In 2020, the mean annual expenditure on digital book readers per consumer unit in the United States reached 26.71 U.S. dollars, up from 19.7 dollars in the previous year. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2011 to 2020
Source(s): Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Mean annual expenditure on digital book readers per consumer unit in the 
United States from 2011 to 2020 (in U.S. dollars)
U.S. household expenditure on digital book readers 2011-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/326813/us-household-spending-on-digital-book-readers


Publishing
CHAPTER 02



Description: The e-book publishing revenue in the U.S. is expected to grow from 6.07 billion U.S. dollars in 2021 to 6.95 billion in 2025. An overview of all Digital Markets can be found here. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2017 to 2020; * Forecast - data as of October 2021 ePublishing is defined as paid editorial/written content distributed over the internet, including eBooks (fiction, non-fiction & academic eBooks), digital editions (replicas) of [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista; Statista Digital Market Outlook 
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Digital publishing revenue in the United States from 2017 to 2025, by format 
(in million U.S. dollars)
Digital Market Outlook: e-publishing revenue in the U.S. 2017-2025, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/455734/digital-publishing-revenue-format-digital-market-outlook-usa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/455734/digital-publishing-revenue-format-digital-market-outlook-usa


Description: The e-book revenue in the U.S. decreased by 1.7 percent in 2020, compared to the previous year. An overview of all Digital Markets can be found here. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2018 to 2020; * Forecast - data as of October 2021 ePublishing is defined as paid editorial/written content distributed over the internet, including eBooks (fiction, non-fiction & academic eBooks), digital editions (replicas) of [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista; Statista Digital Market Outlook 
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Digital publishing revenue growth in the United States from 2018 to 2025, by 
format
Digital Market Outlook: e-publishing revenue change in the U.S. 2018-2025, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/460159/digital-publishing-revenue-growth-format-digital-market-outlook-usa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/460159/digital-publishing-revenue-growth-format-digital-market-outlook-usa


Description: The e-book publishing ARPU in the U.S. is expected to grow from 77.24 U.S. dollars in 2020 to 78.62 U.S. dollars in 2025. An overview of all Digital Markets can be found here. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2017 to 2020; * Forecast - data as of October 2021 ePublishing is defined as paid editorial/written content distributed over the internet, including eBooks (fiction, non-fiction & academic eBooks), digital editions (replicas) of [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista; Statista Digital Market Outlook 
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Digital publishing average revenue per user (ARPU) in the United States from 
2017 to 2025, by format (in U.S. dollars)
Digital Market Outlook: e-publishing ARPU in the U.S. 2017-2025, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/460165/digital-publishing-arpu-format-digital-market-outlook-usa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/460165/digital-publishing-arpu-format-digital-market-outlook-usa


Spotlight: Spanish e-book 
sales

CHAPTER 03



Description: In 2020, revenue generated with sales of Spanish-language e-books in the United States amounted to 10.41 million euros, up from 7.73 million euros or approximately 9.4 million U.S. dollars in 2018, when total e-book sales in the U.S. stood at 1.02 billion 
U.S. dollars. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2016 to 2020; sales in book stores and libraries
Source(s): Libranda; Statista 

Re
ve

nu
e 

in
 m

ill
io

n 
eu

ro
s

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

6.95 6.94

7.73
8.35

10.41

14

Spanish-language e-book sales revenue in the United States from 2016 to 
2020 (in million euros)
Spanish-language e-book revenue in the United States 2016-2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1032312/spanish-language-ebook-revenue-usa


Description: In 2021, revenue generated by sales of Spanish-language e-books in Mexico increased by four percent compared to 2020. Among the countries listed in the graph, Chile reported the highest growth rate (15 percent), followed by the United States and 
Mexico. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2021; sales in book stores and libraries
Source(s): Libranda 

0% 10% 20%-10%-20%-30%-40%

Peru

Spain

Colombia

Chile

United States

Mexico

Argentina

Other Latin America

Other

Average

-16%

0%

-1%

15%

4%

4%

-32%

-26%

0%

-0.86%

Annual growth rate

15

Change in Spanish-language e-book sales revenue worldwide in 2021, by 
country
Spanish-language e-book sales growth worldwide 2021, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1032331/spanish-language-ebook-revenue-change-country


Description: In 2020, Spanish-language e-books sold in Spain made up 65 percent of the global Spanish-language e-book sales revenue. Mexico was the second largest market with over 11 percent of the global sales. The United States ranked third. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2020; sales in book stores and libraries
Source(s): Libranda 
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Distribution of Spanish-language e-book sales revenue worldwide in 2020, by 
country
Spanish-language e-book revenue worldwide 2020, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1032210/spanish-language-ebook-revenue-country


Description: In 2021, a Spanish-language e-book cost on average 7.9 euros in Colombia, where such e-books were the most expensive in comparison to other Spanish-speaking countries. Chile and Peru followed, where Spanish-language e-books cost an average of 7.3 
euros and 7.2 euros respectively. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2018 to 2021; excluding VAT
Source(s): Libranda 
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Average price of Spanish-language e-books worldwide from 2018 to 2021, by 
country (in euros)
Spanish-language e-book price 2018-2021, by country

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1032412/spanish-language-ebook-price-worldwide-country


Consumption
CHAPTER 04



Description: In 2020, the commonly used online shopping location for buying e-books was Amazon, with almost 70 percent of respondents in the United States reporting that they bought e-books there. Meanwhile, consumers in Germany were most likely to use 
online bookstores, and the Apple eBooks Store and iTunes were used by 18 percent of U.S. survey participants. By contrast, less than 15 percent of respondents from all countries in the study bought e-books directly from the publisher's website. Read more
Note(s): Worldwide; 2020
Source(s): Simon-Kucher & Partners 
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Preferred online shopping locations for e-book purchasing in selected 
countries worldwide in 2020
Online purchasing locations for e-books worldwide 2020

http://www.statista.com/statistics/1265702/ebook-purchasing-locations-worldwide


Description: The number of e-book readers in the U.S. is expected to grow from 77.8 million in 2021 to 88.4 million in 2025. An overview of all Digital Markets can be found here. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2017 to 2020; * Forecast - data as of October 2021 ePublishing is defined as paid editorial/written content distributed over the internet, including eBooks (fiction, non-fiction & academic eBooks), digital editions (replicas) of [...] Read more
Source(s): Statista; Statista Digital Market Outlook 
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Number of digital publishing product users in the United States from 2017 to 
2025, by format (in millions)
Digital Market Outlook: readers of e-publishing formats in the U.S. 2017-2025

http://www.statista.com/statistics/455743/digital-publishing-product-format-users-digital-market-outlook-usa
http://www.statista.com/statistics/455743/digital-publishing-product-format-users-digital-market-outlook-usa


Description: Reading books remains a popular pastime for U.S. adults, with 75 percent of respondents to a 2021 survey saying that they had read a book in any format within the last year. Despite online media formats now being the preferred option for many 
consumers when it comes to television, music, and gaming, print books are by far the most popular format among readers in the United States. Whilst almost double the share of adults now read audiobooks compared to 2011, only 23 percent [...] Read more
Note(s): United States; 2011 to 2021; 2021: n = 1,502; 18 years and older; read/listened to at least one book in the following formats in the past 12 months
Source(s): Pew Research Center 
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Share of adults who have read a book in any format in the last 12 months in 
the United States from 2011 to 2021, by format
Book consumption in the U.S. 2011-2021, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/222754/book-format-used-by-readers-in-the-us


Description: The share of adults who have read an e-book in the last 12 months in the United States dropped to 25 percent in 2019. E-book consumption tends to fluctuate, growing significantly between 2011 and 2014 and holding until 2016, but dropping slightly 
since. E-books are more popular than audiobooks among adults in all age categories, but print is the most popular format by a large margin. Read more
Note(s): United States; 2011 to 2019; 1,052 respondents; 18 years and older
Source(s): Pew Research Center; Website (Infodocket) 
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Share of adults who have read an e-book in the last 12 months in the United 
States from 2011 to 2019
Penetration of e-book consumption in the U.S. 2011-2019

http://www.statista.com/statistics/237070/frequency-of-reading-e-books-on-an-ebook-reader-in-the-united-states


Description: A survey held between September and November 2020 found that the average number of print books engaged with per month was 3.8 among adults in the United States who took part in the study. By comparison, audiobooks were less popular among 
survey respondents, with fewer than two audiobooks engaged with per month on average. Read more
Note(s): United States; September 18 to November 15, 2020; 4,314 respondents; 18 years and older; among respondents who answered 'yes' to having engaged with at least one book in the last 12 months
Source(s): Panorama Project 
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Average number of books engaged with per month among adults in the 
United States as of November 2020, by format
Average number of books read in the U.S. 2020, by format

http://www.statista.com/statistics/896548/number-of-books-consumers-read-per-year


Description: A survey conducted in the United States between September and November 2020 revealed that women were more likely than men to multi-task whilst reading digital books, with 73.4 percent saying they did so when listening to audiobooks, compared to 
66.1 percent of men. Equally, more women than men reported engaging in several activities at once when reading e-books. Read more
Note(s): United States; September 18 to November 15, 2020; 18 years and older
Source(s): Panorama Project 
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Multi-tasking whilst listening to audiobooks and reading e-books among 
adults in the United States as of November 2020, by gender
Multi-tasking: audiobooks and e-books U.S. 2020, by gender

http://www.statista.com/statistics/186948/us-book-reading-habits-since-2002


Description: In 2021, 39 percent of respondents with a high school degree or less reported not having read a book in the last year, compared to 17 percent who had some college education. Survey respondents who were college graduates or had pursued further 
education beyond college were the least likely to say that they had not read a single print book, e-book, or audiobook in the past 12 months. Read more
Note(s): United States; January 25 to February 8, 2021; 1.502; 18 years and older
Source(s): Pew Research Center 
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Share of adults who have not read a book in any format the last 12 months in 
the United States as of February 2021, by education level
Non-book readers in the U.S. 2021, by education

http://www.statista.com/statistics/936144/non-book-readers-in-the-us-by-education


Description: The share of white U.S. adults who had not read a book in the last 12 months in the United States amounted to just 20 percent in 2021, whereas 25 percent of Black adults said that they had not read a book during that time period. Hispanic adults were 
the least likely to have read a print book, e-book, or audiobook in the year running the February 2021 survey, with 38 percent saying that they had not done so. Read more
Note(s): United States; January 25 to February 8, 2021; 21,502 respondents; 18 years and older; *Hispanic respondents were of any race. Read more
Source(s): Pew Research Center 
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Share of adults who have not read a book in any format the last 12 months in 
the United States as of February 2021, by ethnicity
Non-book readers in the U.S. 2021, by ethnicity

http://www.statista.com/statistics/821869/non-book-readers-in-the-us-by-ethnicity
http://www.statista.com/statistics/821869/non-book-readers-in-the-us-by-ethnicity
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